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performance!
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WELCOME! Thank you for joining us for TCB’s revival of Carmina
Burana with choreography by Loyce Houlton! 

Based on poems and songs by 13  century vagrant monks, Carl Orff’s
dramatic cantata was composed in the 1930s. Loyce Houlton’s
production of Carmina Burana premiered in 1976 by Minnesota
Dance Theatre (MDT). In 2004, Loyce Houlton’s daughter, Lise
Houlton, and Dominique Serrand reimagined the production as a
total theater experience. A longstanding audience favorite, MDT
performed Carmina Burana many times, including as part of its 50th
Anniversary Season Celebration at The Cowles Center. We are
pleased to be able to honor and preserve this iconic piece of our
state’s cultural heritage, as well as the legacy of Loyce Houlton, and
to bring it to St. Paul for the first time at the historic Fitzgerald
Theater!

th

About Twin Cities Ballet: Twin Cities Ballet (TCB), founded and
directed by Denise Vogt and Rick Vogt, is the metro area’s leading
nonprofit professional ballet company. TCB’s mission is to make
ballet accessible, relatable, and fun, and connect communities
through professional productions and educational enrichment. TCB
is known for its unique, groundbreaking performances that push the
boundaries of traditional ballet, such as Pink Floyd’s The Wall: A Rock
Ballet, A Minnesota Nutcracker, Frankenstein, and last season’s
original, full-length production, Romeo & Juliet: The Rock Ballet, set
to the music of Queen. A leader in accessibility, TCB was the first
dance company in Minnesota to develop and launch Sensory-
Friendly Performances, providing inclusive experiences for families
and individuals with sensory sensitivities. 

Coming this season: A Minnesota Nutcracker returns to the
prestigious Northrop Auditorium after a triumphant debut there in
2024, and to our home stage at Ames Center. The new year brings
back TCB’s smash hit, Romeo & Juliet: The Rock Ballet, with the
iconic music of Queen played live by Mark Joseph’s Dragon Attack.
Then in May, TCB will return to Ames Center to cap off its season with
its beloved original story ballet, Narnia: The Ballet, based on C.S.
Lewis’s enchanting book, The Lion, The Witch, and The Wardrobe. 

Sit back, enjoy the show, and thank you 
for your continued support!

Denise and Rick, Artistic Directors



SOLOISTS
Anthony Potts, Linh Kauffman, Gary Ruschman

Baritone Soprano Tenor

MUSICIANS
Barbara Brooks and Sonja Thompson, Pianists

Bob Adney and Erik Barsness, Percussion

DANCERS
Thomas Baxter
Cecilia Downey
Ty Feldewerd

Sophie Freeman
Olivia Gorgas
Joanna Heup

Lila Murray
Lisandro Neris

Isaac José
Heather Ludlow

Elisabeth Moberg
Bethany Montalvo

Keara Nichols
Merrith Skaar
Janna Turner

MaryClaire Whitley
Katie Yankovich

Carl Orff
CARMINA BURANA

Cantiones profanae



Members of the Minnesota Chorale

CHORUS

Sopranos
Deborah Carbaugh*

Deyhdra Dennis-Weiss*
Laurel E. Drevlow*

Alyssa Ellson*
Anna Maher

Alyssa Northrop*
Elizabeth Pauly*

Ann M Sather
Karen R. Wasiluk

Altos
Kate Biederwolf

Sara Boss
Rachel Buchberger

Debra Gilroy*
Dee Hein

Claire M. Klein
Barbara S. Prince*

Deborah E. Richman
Kristen Schweiloch
Elizabeth Sullivan*

Tenors
Patrick L. Coleman
Benjamin Cooper

Spike Maiden Müller*
Scott D. McKenzie

Jeffrey Nielsen
Scott Sandberg
Luke Slivinski*

Mark Trease

Basses
Riley Ano*

Steve Dahlberg*
Steven Hodulik*

Louis McCoy
Eric Carlisle Nelson

Nathan Petersen-Kindem*
Jason Qualls

Russ Vander Wiel

* denotes section leader

Founded in 1972, the Minnesota Chorale is Principal Chorus of the
Minnesota Orchestra and ranks among the foremost professional

choruses in the United States. A seasoned artistic partner, the
Chorale continues to explore new artistic directions and

collaborative opportunities, while earning the highest critical
acclaim for its work on the concert stage.



FORTUNA IMPERATRIX MUNDI

FORTUNE, EMPRESS OF THE WORLD

O Fortune, variable as the moon, you ever wax and wane...
Shadowy and veiled in darkness you plot against me...

Lament with me, all of you, for Fortune strikes down the 
strong man.

Fortuna
Fortune plango vulneras

PRIMO VERE

EARLY SPRING

Ice and snow melt and recede...
and now Spring sucks at Summer’s breast.

Veri leta facies
Omnia Sol remperat

Ecce gratum

UF DEM ANGER

ON THE GARDEN

If the whole wide world were mine,
from the North Sea to the Rhine,

I’d still prefer instead
To have the Queen of England lying in my bed.

Tanz
Floret silva

Chramer, gip die varwe mir
Reie: Swaz hie gat umbe, Chume, chum geselle

Were diu werit alle min



IN TABERNA

IN THE TAVERN

Even though (we) drink innocently, most people disapprove,
And therefore we will always be outcasts...
May those who disapprove be damned...

Estuans interius
Olim lacus colueram

Ego sum abbas
Intaberna quando sumus

COURS D’AMOURS

THE COURT OF LOVE

A girl without a mate...
Hides darkest night \ in the depths of her heart:

It is a terrible thing. My sweetest, I give all of myself to you!

Amor volat undique
Dies, nox et omnia

Stetit puella
Circa mea pectora

Si puer cum puellula
Veni, veni venias

In trutina
Tempus est iocundum

Dulcissime

BLANZIFLOR ET HELENA

Ave formosissima

FORTUNA IMPERATRIX MUNDI

O Fortune, variable as the moon...
First abuses us, then grants us our wildest desires;

It melts both poverty and power like ice.



TWIN CITIES BALLET DIRECTORS
Denise Vogt, Artistic Director.  A native of England, Denise danced
professionally in Germany with the Kiel Capitol Theater Ballet,
Osnabrück Contemporary Dance Theater and Kassel State Theater. She
has over 40 years of choreographic experience, including the majority
of TCB’s original production of A Minnesota Nutcracker.  Denise has
taught in England, Los Angeles, and Germany, and locally at the
University of Minnesota, the Classical Ballet Academy of Minnesota, the
St. Paul Public School System, Ballet Arts Minnesota and the Minnesota
Dance Theatre Company. Denise is Co-Director of Ballet Royale
Minnesota, and a founder of TCB. 

Rick Vogt, Associate Artistic Director.  Rick trained with Jo Savino in
St. Paul, San Francisco Ballet, and with Joffrey Ballet & David Howard in
New York. He danced professionally as a Soloist and Principal dancer in
Germany with Kiel Capitol Theater Ballet & Kassel State Theater, in the
U.S. with Nevada Dance Theater & Utah Ballet, and as guest artist with
Ballet Minnesota. He also danced with Ballet West, The Washington
Ballet (D.C.), Arizona Dance Theater, Jazzin' Dance Co., in the musicals
West Side Story and Chicago, and in the original movie Footloose. He is
Co-Director of Ballet Royale Minnesota, and a founder of TCB.

TWIN CITIES BALLET DANCERS

Thomas Baxter: Born and raised in Northern California, Thomas trained
at New Ballet School in San José, and was later  promoted into New
Ballet’s professional company. Thomas joined TCB in 2023, and has
performed the roles such as Snow King and Falling Waters Lead in A
Minnesota Nutcracker, and Paris in Romeo & Juliet: The Rock Ballet.

Ty Feldewerd: Born and raised in Minnesota, Ty received his dance
training from Larkin Dance Studio. He performed professionally as the
first male dancer for the Minnesota Timberwolves before joining
Celebrity X Cruises as a production cast dancer and aerialist. This is his
first year with TCB. 

Olivia Gorgas: Olivia is from Tulsa, OK, where she trained at Tulsa Ballet
and Theatre Arts. After high school, she joined BalletMet in Columbus,
OH as a trainee. In 2023, she joined TCB as an apprentice and was
promoted to Associate Company Dancer in 2025. With TCB, she has
performed roles such as a Friend in Coppélia in Paris, and Lead
Wildflower in A Minnesota Nutcracker.

Joanna Heup: Originally from Wisconsin, Joanna trained at the
Milwaukee Ballet School & Academy in its esteemed Pre-Professional
Program before joining Milwaukee Ballet II for the 2022–2023 season.
Joanna joined TCB as an apprentice in 2023, and was promoted to the
company in 2025. With TCB, she has performed roles Clara, Lead Loon, 



 and Lead Wildflower in A Minnesota Nutcracker, and Beauty's Sister in
Beauty & the Beast. 

Isaac José: Isaac has danced with TCB since 2022. Born in Puerto Rico,
Isaac trained at Dance and Arts Master, Escuela de Danza 21, and
Centro Danza in Puerto Rico. Isaac has danced professionally with
Ballets de San Juan and Atlantic City Ballet. Roles with TCB include
Drosselmeyer and Snow King in A Minnesota Nutcracker, the
Prosecutor in Pink Floyd’s The Wall: A Rock Ballet, and Mercutio in
Romeo & Juliet: The Rock Ballet. Isaac received his BA in dance from
Sagrado Corazon University. 

Lisandro Neris: Hailing from Puerto Rico, Lisandro trained at Escuela
Especializada en Ballet Julián E. Blanco. He also trained at Centro
Danza, Ballet Concierto, Feijoo Ballet School, Sarasota Ballet, Cuba
Ballet, and the National Ballet Theater of Puerto Rico. He has danced
professionally with the Bahbt Company, and as a trainee with Sarasota
Ballet. With TCB, he has performed the roles of Romeo in Romeo &
Juliet: The Rock Ballet, Cavalier in A Minnesota Nutcracker, and
Francois/Franz in Coppélia in Paris. This is his third season with TCB.

Keara Nichols: Keara is from Southern California. After starting her
dance training as a competition dancer, she began studying formal
ballet at the age of 13. She attended the Prix de Lausanne in 2020, and
won the Grand Prix award at YAGP. In 2022, She danced with Colorado
Ballet’s Studio Company for two years, and then joined TCB in 2024,
where she has performed lead roles such as Elizabeth in Frankenstein,
L’Étoile du Nord (Snow Queen) and Falling Waters Lead in A Minnesota
Nutcracker, and Benvolia in Romeo & Juliet: The Rock Ballet. 

Merrith Skaar: Merrith is originally from Coleraine, MN. She began
dancing at the Miles Reif Performing Arts Center, where she also had
the opportunity to train with James Sewell Ballet. Merrith joined TCB as
a trainee in 2022, and was promoted to apprentice in 2023 and then
Associate Company Dancer in 2025. With TCB, roles include Prosperity
(Lead Spanish) and Mouse Queen in A Minnesota Nutcracker, and in
James  Sewell’s Grave Matters as a part of TCB’s 2024 production
Frankenstein & Other Tales.

Janna Turner: Originally from Eastern Kentucky, Janna received her
professional ballet training from Houston Ballet Academy. She was a
trainee with Cincinnati Ballet, and went on to work with Lexington
Ballet and then Florida Ballet as a company dancer. This is Janna’s first
season with Twin Cities Ballet and she is so excited to be here!

MaryClaire Whitley: MaryClaire is from Charleston, SC. She trained with
Charleston City Ballet and was a trainee with Ballet West. MaryClaire is
completing her BFA in dance performance from the University of Utah.
MaryClaire joined TCB in 2023, where she has danced the roles of Snow



Queen and Flower Queen in A Minnesota Nutcracker, the Wife in Pink
Floyd’s The Wall: A Rock Ballet, and Rosalind in Romeo & Juliet: The
Rock Ballet. 

Twin Cities Ballet Apprentices: Heather Ludlow, Elisabeth Moberg,
Bethany Montalvo, Katelyn Yankovich

Ballet Royale Pre-Professional Day Program Students: Cecilia
Downey, Sophie Freeman, Lila Murray. Ballet Royale Minnesota is the
official school of Twin Cities Ballet. 

OUR MUSICIANS

Bob Adney (percussionist/timpanist): Bob has been a part of the Twin
Cities music community for more than 39 years, and has been teaching
at MacPhail Center for Music since 1976. He has played with virtually
every musical organization in the area and has a discography of over 22
cds with the St. Paul Chamber Orchestra and the Minnesota Orchestra.
He has been playing with the South Dakota Symphony for 8 years and
was appointed to the Principal Timpani Chair, Fall 2013. During the
summers he is the timpanist for the Minneapolis Pops Orchestra and
Skylark Opera. In addition he is a founding member of the Minnesota
Percussion Trio (1987). He coordinates MacPhail’s School Clinic program,
Musical Passport program and is the Lead Teacher for the Online
School Partnership program. He is co-owner of marimbarental.com.

Erik Barsness (percussionist): Erik received his BA in percussion
performance from the University of Minnesota and his Masters in
percussion from the Royal College of Music in Stockholm, Sweden. He
has performed throughout the US, as well as internationally in Cuba,
Sweden, Finland, Åland, Estonia, Latvia, Germany, and Russia. Erik
performs with the percussion groups The Minnesota Percussion Trio
and CRASH and has performed with the St. Paul Chamber Orchestra,
the Minneapolis Pops Orchestra and many other Twin Cities musical
 organizations. Erik has received several awards from the American
Composers Forum, the Jerome Foundation and was a Fulbright
Scholar. Erik also maintains a private teaching studio in the Twin Cities.
His website is www.ErikBarsness.com

Barbara Brooks (choral director & pianist): Barbara is an active vocal
coach, pianist and music director in the Twin Cities. She has served as
coach/pianist for several opera companies including Canadian Opera,
Minnesota Opera, New Orleans Opera, Opera Banff, Kentucky Opera,
Des Moines Metro Opera, Berkshire Opera and the Wesley Balk
Opera/Music Theater Institute, as well as for university opera programs
at the University of North Texas and University of Minnesota. She also
served as a vocal coach in the Resident Artists program at the
Minnesota Opera and as music director for the Mozart opera
productions at Theatre de la Jeune Lune.



Linh Kauffman (soprano): Praised as “vocally and dramatically
powerful” by the Washington Post and “radiant” by the Saint Paul
Pioneer Press, soprano Linh Kauffman enjoys an active career in opera,
oratorio, and recital. She has performed with Festival Musique en l’Île de
Paris, Musica Antica Urbino, Festival Musica Antigua Panamá, Prague
Choral Festival, and the Panama National Symphony. Her US
performances include appearances with Minnesota Orchestra,
Minnesota Opera, Pittsburgh Symphony, and the Oregon Bach Festival,
and with theater companies including TheaterWorks, Pittsburgh CLO,
Mill Mountain Theatre and West Virginia Public. She has previously
appeared in Carmina Burana, Barber’s Knoxville: Summer of 1915 and
Bach’s St. John Passion with Minnesota Dance Theater and Path of
Miracles with San Francisco’s ODC Dance. Linh earned a BFA from
Carnegie Mellon University and music degrees from the University of
Maryland and University of Minnesota. She is Co-Artistic Director of the
Minnesota Bach Ensemble. 

Anthony Potts (baritone): Minnesota-based baritone Tony Potts has
worked with companies such as Minnesota Opera, Dallas Opera,
Schubert Club, and Theater Latté Da. Recent roles include Nick Shadow
in the NDSU Challey School of Music Chamber Festival production of
The Rake’s Progress, Squire in Libby Larsen’s The Silver Fox with
Schubert Club, and Harold Hill in The Music Man at Lyric Arts. Tony is a
two-time finalist at the international Lotte Lenya Competition and
holds Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees in Vocal Performance from
University of Northwestern, St. Paul and University of North Texas,
respectively. (tonypotts.org)

Gary Ruschman (tenor): Gary is a critically acclaimed performer,
conductor, and ASCAP Plus Award-winning composer who works in a
broad range of styles. His credits range from NPR's Tiny Desk Concerts,
the Boston Pops, Kennedy Center, Festival Musique en L'Île de Paris,
Urbino Early Music, Saint Paul Chamber Orchestra, and a decade
touring the globe with Cantus. His discography spans numerous
classical, jazz, folk, and film soundtrack albums, including a growing
series of solo records. He currently leads the choral and vocal programs
at North Hennepin Community College, St. Timothy Lutheran Church of
St. Paul, and has been music director for Mixed Precipitation's annual
Pickup Truck Opera since 2017.

Sonja Thompson (pianist): Sonja Thompson is a versatile pianist and
collaborator with a strong commitment to creative programming and
the development of new works. With strong interests in Nordic music,
chamber music, diverse genres and Music-Theater in all its forms, she
has recently partnered with Nautilus Music Theater, Raison d'Etre
Opera, Theater Latté Da, MN History Theater, Frank Theater, The
Schubert Club and Alliance for New Music Theatre in Washington, D.C.



Lise Houlton: Daughter of Loyce Houlton, Lise danced professionally
with MDT, Stuttgart Ballet under the leadership of Glen Tetley, and
American Ballet Theatre. She served as the Artistic Director of MDT
from 1995 to 2023.

Katie Johnson: Katie has a BFA in Dance from the University of Iowa.
Katie has worked with Tania Perez-Salas, The Joffrey Ballet, Duarte
Dance Works, Ballet America, and was a company member with MDT
from 2008-2018. She teaches and choreographs for numerous dance
schools throughout the metro area.

Kaitlyn Gilliland: Kaitlyn trained with her grandmother Loyce and her
mother Lise Houlton and at the School of American Ballet. She has
danced with New York City Ballet and Twyla Tharp Dance, among other
companies. She currently stages Tharp repertory, teaches around the
metro, and directs A Dancer’s Place Productions, a local nonprofit. 

CARMINA BURANA RÉPÉTITEURS
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Demi-Soloist cont.
Kathryn Wells
Kit & Laura Whitley
Cozette Wittman

Corps de Ballet ($150+)
Anonymous
Paul Aslanian
Sharon Brick
Jolynn Choy
Scott Pakudaitis
Vanessa Sexton
Franklin Templeton

Friends of the Ballet (up to $100)
Anonymous x3
Nancy Aarestad
Margaret Ainsworth
Megan Broberg
Ryan Broberg
Beth Burnett
Allison Cole
Heather Dahlen
Jackie Engebretson
Jessica Faunce
Barbara Heup
Paul Leavitt
Shanna McArthur
Jamie Moberg
Brittany N
Michael Navazhylau
Noel Ponder
Lori Rau
Alex Stolzman
Kitty Warner

Impresario ($10,000+)
Rick & Denise Vogt
 In Memoriam: Brendan Alger
Craig & Suzanne Ingalls

Director ($2,500+)
Dean Neuburger
Thomas Vogt

Principal ($1,000+)
R Sherrill Beecher
Colin Campbell
 In honor of Ty Feldewerd
Ann Downey
Susan Heinlein
Kent Kane
Brent & Lisa Kvittem
Kim & Pat Piwowarczyk

Soloist ($500+) 
Chuck and Fiona Anderson
Peter Carlyle
Maureen & Trevor Haworth
Aaron & Sage Kapaun
Karen McCurdy
Ray & Melissa Murray
Colleen Tyson

Demi-Soloist ($250+)
Jessica Fortin
Laurence & Katie Johnson
Paul Rime
Margaret & Joe Rossi
Andrea Sjogren
Kevin Wand

Scan the QR Code to support TCB and help us
make ballet “accessible, relatable, and fun! 

Or visit:  https://donorbox.org/tcbofminnesota

2O25/26 INDIVIDUAL DONORS

Twin Cities Ballet is so grateful for our individual donors,
whose generous contributions make our work possible. 

https://donorbox.org/tcbofminnesota


In-Kind Gifts
AlphaGraphics
R.F. Moeller
First Avenue
Ames Center
Castle Co. Theatre
Chanhassen Dinner Theater
Indigo Tea
Grand Slam Burnsville
Grand Jeté
Emagine Entertainment
Porter Creek Hardwood Grill
Minnesota Zoo
Science Museum of Minnesota
St. Paul Saints
Minnesota Orchestra
Stages Theater Company
Bowlero Lakeville
Children's Theatre Company
Lakeville Area Arts Center
Step 'N Stretch

Impresario ($10,000+) 
Ballet Royale Minnesota
Minnesota State Arts Board
Professional Plating Inc.
Sprock Foundation
 In honor of MaryClaire Whitley

Principal ($1,000+)
ECMC Foundation

Soloist ($500+) 
CareQuest Institute for Oral Health 
 Recommended by Mari Houlihan

MAY 2022

CORPORATE, GOVERNMENT, & FOUNDATION SUPPORT

Twin Cities Ballet gratefully acknowledges the generous
support we receive through our corporate, foundation, and

government partners.

This activity is made possible by the
voters of Minnesota through a Minnesota

State Arts Board Operating Support grant,
thanks to a legislative appropriation from

the arts and cultural heritage fund. 



Twin Cities Ballet would like to express its sincere gratitude to:

All of our 2025/26 Sponsors & Donors.
Twin Cities Ballet’s Board of Directors for their countless
hours to build the foundation and growth of this non-profit
organization for the arts.
Twin Cities Ballet’s Artistic Staff for their patience and
dedication to this production.
Lise Houlton, Katie Johnson, and Kaitlyn Gilliland for their
time in the studio with our dancers, and for sharing Loyce
Houlton’s choreography with us and our audience.
Ballet Royale Minnesota, TCB’s official school, for providing a
home, studios, educational services, and storage space.
Piano rental & tuning courtesy of Schmitt Music.
The Fitzgerald Theater Staff & Tech Crew.
Anthony Potts, Linh Kauffman, and Gary Ruschman and the
Minnesota Chorale for their exquisite voices.
Barbara Brooks, Sonja Thompson, Bob Adney, and Erik
Barsness for their incredible musical talent. 
Emily Winn for her administrative support.
Liz Astemborski for her work in marketing and promoting
this production.
And of course, the Dancers and our Audience, for whom
Twin Cities Ballet exists!

SPECIAL THANKS




